THE PROVISIONAL  GOVERNMENT
their government and precious bourgeoisie collapsed like a house
of cards. Workmen organized in Red Guards and troops
commanded by leaders appointed by a Military Revolutionary
Committee quietly went round the various Government establish-
ments, such as the central telephone station, the military
staff quarters, etc., and took possession of them, and in the course
of the following day the Government was arrested, all Petrograd
(and then Moscow) was in the hands of the Bolsheviks, a new
Government under the title of Council of People's Commissars
was formed, and the great Revolution was accomplished without
any bloodshed."
Did M. Litvinov exaggerate the ease with which the Provisional
Government was brought crashing to the ground? By no means.
White Paper, Cmd. 1240, was equally emphatic. It declared:
"In the course of October the Bolsheviks secured the majority of the
Petrograd Soviet. In the first days of November a manifesto was issued
By the Soviet signed by two Bolsheviks, Podvoisky and Antonov,
calling upon the troops of the Petrograd garrison to rise to the support
of the Soviet which the manifesto declared to be in danger. With this
manifesto, what is known as the October1 Revolution may be said to
have begun. For two or three days action on both sides was paralysed
by fear and uncertainty. The Government were afraid to act because
they felt the last shreds of power had slipped from them, the Bolsheviks
because they could not bring themselves to believe that the Government
were powerless to deal a counterblow against them. Finally, however,
they occupied the Government buildings one by one without opposition.
The Provisional Government simply melted away."
And Sir George Buchanan sorrowfully related: "Kerensky's
Government had fallen, as the Empire had fallen, without a
struggle." It is only necessary to record here that Kerensky made
a desperate attempt to raise troops and to march on Petrograd,
but he completely failed, and he barely escaped, disguised as a
sailor, a few days later.
1 According to the Julian Calendar, which was subsequently discarded by
the Bolsheviks, the date was in October. According to the Gregorian
Calendar, it was In November.
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